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CONFIDENTIAL NIAMEY 4876 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAI, NG 

SUBJ: PROPOSED SAHEL DEVELOPMENT INVESTMENT FUND 
REF: A. STATE 283907; B. NIAMEY 4875 

1. ON BASIS VARIOUS DISCUSSIONS WE HAVE HAD WITH GON 
MINISTERS RECENTLY ON CLUB DES AMIS DU SAHEL CONCEPT 
SEEMS SAFE TO CONCLUDE THAT GON IS NOT REPEAT NOT 
AWARE OF RECENT PUBLICITY REGARDING PROPOSED SAHEL 
DEVELOPMENT INVESTMENT FUND OR IF PRESS COMMENT HAS 
COME TO ITS ATTENTION THAT IT IS UNCONCERNED ABOUT 
THIS PUBLICITY. THERE HAS BEEN NO ADVERSE REACTION 
HERE. GON IS, OF COURSE, GENERALLY AWARE OF AND 
APPRECIATES USG EFFORTS TO MOBILIZE RESOURCES 
IN INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY LONG-RANGE DEVELOPMENT OF 
SAHEL BUT ITS EXPECTATIONS HAVE NOT BEEN PREMATURELY 
RAISED BY DEVELOPMENTS DESCRIBED IN REFTEL.HECK 
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